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Joan's life a vault

of rich experiences

JOAN Benbow, pictured, has
seen and done some amazing
things in her 86 years.

The former nun spent most
of her adult life working as a
missionary nurse in some of
the most rugged parts of the
world, including Bathurst Is-
land, Papua New Guinea and
the Simpson Desert.

She has lived in grass huts,
conducted outdoor surgery
under the setting sun and deli-
vered babies in the bush.

“I suppose you could say my
life has been interesting,” the
Hibiscus Bellflower Retire-
ment Resort resident said.

“I never would have
thought, as a 24-year-old
nurse entering missionary
life, that I'd be sent to such ex-
otic places around the world.”

Joan is easily one of the
Coast’s most colourful reti-
rees and Queensland Seniors
Week this week aims to pay
tribute to seniors like her who
continue to play vibrant roles
in the community.

Hibiscus Bellflower manag-
er Laurie Prentice said many
people were not aware of the
wealth of experience and
knowledge that could be
found in a place such as a re-
tirement resort.

“Seniors Week gives us an
opportunity to share some of
the fascinating lives of our re-
sidents,” he said. “It’s a
chance to educate our com-
munity about some very
amazing seniors living in
their midst.”

Joan’s grandfather was the
first dentist in Sydney in the
1840s and her father followed
in his footsteps.

Both her brothers also be-
came dentists, so it seemed
only natural that she’d enter
the health profession.

“I became known as the
tooth nurse,” she recalled.
“Natives used to come from
far and wide to have me pull
aching teeth out. It was just
one small aspect of the job.”

Life on Bathurst Island was
rarely dull.

“The tribes would call a
fight each Saturday and order
us to stay inside the hospital,”
Joan recalled.

“Then they’d start rolling in
with their war wounds.

“We’d spend most of the af-
ternoons  stitching their
scalps back onto their heads.”

During her 60-year nursing
career, Joan spent 15 years in
the Northern Territory where

she helped build a hospital in
the Simpson Desert and also
managed to take care of 900
goats on the mission’s proper-
ty.“It was pretty hot out in the
desert and our hospital had
few luxuries when it came to
facilities and equipment.
“You had to make do with
what was on offer,” she said.
Joan can’t remember when
she “officially” retired be-
cause she spent many years
volunteering as anurse in pal-

liative care facilities.

She believes God put her on
the earth for one reason.

“My purpose in life has
been to alleviate human suf-
fering and I believe I've suc-
ceeded along the way.”

H Seniors Week is being
held from August 14-22. Sun-
shine Coast celebrations
will be launched today from
9am-11am in the courtyard
outside Nambour Council
Chambers.
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GUEST: Leigh Matthews.

Dine out
among
legends

TV legend Ray Martin
will be among the big
names fronting a corpo-
rate lunch associated
with the third annual
Celebrity Golf Day at
Pelican Waters later
this year.

The five-time Logie
award winner will play
host for a Clash of the
Codes  sports-themed
lunch at the club on De-
cember 3.

Former Brisbane
Lions coach Leigh Mat-
thews will represent
AFL on the panel
against two more yet-to-
be-announced  panel-
lists. The guest list at
the celebrity laden
lunch will also include
Domestic Blitz land-
scaping whiz Joel Hur-
rey, Oarsome Foursome
member James Tom-
kins, Olympic volley-
baller Natalie Cook, the
Brisbane Bears’ Ri-
chard Champion, and
former Brisbane Bronco
Ben Ikin.

Team spots for the
golf day have already
sold out and tickets to
the three-course lunch
immediately afterwards
are $125 each.

To book phone Debbie
Clark on 5443 2711.

“Youth, the Law and Lore Fm‘um

e e :
n..-,x . "~. ,.-""'*"_'“""" , |‘ 5 I.-'
I‘x oy E #
i .HI'“ % 1 | ko ="
I".- - e |"\- :r-._"‘"-'n-'nl'\- - L ¥ || it
- i .‘\- | ﬁl ; : ;
“‘{ ﬂ?'l&k 'L "?I' = ..‘-'| pr'“"q"L f"-.-. B ey P ATk
I‘ -.I"'"“ - 'R'H. T A frteiy _ll'
A A T
- -_ e - Eir sl TF Cam Fal it 'F:";l---
- et pjﬂ-.ﬂ-".l'h i FF I-J|II'|1J.-\.I m T
I.‘ l'-cl' '-".Ib--|-:| pL) “pey, R -y ||_-\.-E"J.-\.",ﬁ.:o:l;h
;.ﬂ-I:,-:: 2 _.-"" =l P L ed I [o s b SRl =HEr "*-.l
o I” " qw
'\-\.—— T T = C_ r.::rl: (I _.\_||'|.,-—_u M ; hMﬂlﬂ

Janim s e boear absoust, and disciss, Tradivkanal Indegesons L amd Culture

fram Arnhem Larsl and Cape Yorke

Be part of ungderstanding what this means for the Sunshine Coass,

Maroochy Baptist Church; 186 Wises Rd, Buderim
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Friday 27 August, 2010 : 9am - Z.30pm
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*Hookings alter this date will cost $10.00. Bookings are essential for catering purposes.
Ta book call 09177161 or emadl lolliday @ oot netan
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Guest Speakers:

cartoonist

Along with the former Adelaide

GOOD HUMOUR: Cartoonist Peter Broelman with some of his beer can handiwork.
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Peter Broelman’s work is now lit-
erally on people’s lips.

His humorous take on major is-
sues has long been a source of
laughter for Daily readers and
now South Australian beer drink-
ers are also getting a kick out of
his work.

Carlton and United Breweries
recently approached him to pro-
duce a caricature of Adelaide
Crows great Mark Ricciuto for a
range of beer cans.

skipper’s distorted image, the
Carlton Draught cans feature Mr
Ricciuto’s picks for the Crow’s all-
time best team.

“The can now looks good on the
outside and the inside,” Mr Broel-
man joked yesterday from his
Gawler home north of Adelaide.

Last year named Australian
Cartoonist of the Year for the se-
cond time, he said he was ho-
noured but surprised to get the
commission.

always in print - never on cans,”
he said.

“It’s always been 2D, as ap-
posed to 375ml.”

The long-time Crows supporter
said CUB approached him about a
month ago to do the work.

“It was a nice surprise; some-
thing different,” he said.

“It’s good to do something with
regards to footy of any persua-
sion, so I was happy to oblige.”

- MARK BODE



