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By BILL HOFFMAN

TOURISM chiefs plan to cash
in on the benefits the Aus-
tralian PGA brings to the Sun-
shine Coast despite the threat
of visitors missing out on
playing one of the best cours-
es now available- Twin Wa-
ters.

Horton Park Golf Club offi-
cials remain optimistic mem-
bers will eventually agree to a
plan to buy Twin Waters for
$28 million, a move they have
said would lock out holiday-
ing golfers from the popular
resort course.

They met council officers
yesterday seeking to up the
ante on the $39 million and
20% of profits from redevelop-
ment council has offered for

Horton Park. However, Mayor
Bob Abbot said from Sydney
that while the offer would stay
on the table, it was firm.

Regardless of what hap-
pens Sunshine Coast Destina-
tions manager Michael Den-
ton said plans were under
way to cash in on

home of the PGA, offering
packages to suit all price en-
try points at courses across
the Coast.

Mr Denton plans to sit
down with operators of other
international-standard cours-
es across the region to maxi-

the unique oppor-

tunity the Aus-

tralian PGA offered  1'm not sure the Sunshine Coast really
tourism on the Sun- understands that it has one of the three
major tournaments played in Australia.”
— Michael Denton

shine Coast.
As part of its con-
tract to support the

event council has

an exclusive mar-
keting agreement to access
600 PGA-controlled golf pro
shops around Australia.

The plan is to market golf
holidays year round to the

mise the opportunity present-
ed through the PGA’s
exposure of the Coast to the
Asian market.

But he is equally excited

Tourism keen to cash in
on Australian PGA boom

about the ability to reach out
to club golfers across Austra-
lia to offer them a Sunshine
Coast experience at whatever
entry level price they can af-
ford.

“I'm not sure the Sunshine
Coast really understands that
it has one of the
three major
tournaments
played in
Australia,” Mr
Denton said.

“The bigger
issue (than the
potential loss of
Twin Waters to
tourism) is to get the tourist
industry to understand what
it really has.”

Meanwhile, Federal MP and

Charity golf
day stunning

SUCCESS

RGANISERS have hailed

yesterday’s third instalment

of the annual Celebrity Char-

ity Golf Day a stunning
success.

Held at Crowne Plaza Pelican
Waters Golf Resort and Spa, the
Bank of Queensland event attracted
some 150 participants and was ex-
pected to raise a record amount of up
to $45,000.

The big name line-up included TV
personality Ray Martin, Melbourne
Storm coach Craig Bellamy, AFL
legend Leigh Matthews and Queens-
land Origin coach Mal Meninga.

Maroochydore-based children’s
charity SunnyKids is the beneficiary
of funds raised at the event.

SunnyKids partnerships and com-
munications manager Renae Carolan,
who had been involved in organising
the golf day since May, said every-
thing “ran like clockwork”.

“The support from the celebrities
is phenomenal. They’re having such
a good time,” she said.

Other high-profile names who teed
off yesterday included former Walla-
bies coach Rod Macqueen, AFL great
Robert DiPierdomenico and Olympic
Games rowing gold medallist James
Tomkins.

In its first two years, the event

Alex Somlyay has called for
the club to involve all mem-
bers in planning its future and
considering its options.

He said the deal put to
members by the board didn’t
add up and didn’t make sense.

Mr Somlyay, who said he
was just an ordinary member
with the same single vote as
everyone else, said two cours-
es could have been bought for
the $39 million the board said
it would cost to relocate to
Twin Waters.

He said the club’s 53-hec-
tare golf course should be the
most valuable piece of proper-
ty on the Sunshine Coast.

“The deal is just not good

enough for the value of
= the land,” he
i

Horton Park member _‘...ig‘ﬁ; T said.
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ON THE BALL: Robert DiPierdomenico and James Tomkins helped organisers raise funds for SunnyKids at the annual

Coolum
PGA on
course
for S11m
stimulus

THE Australian PGA
Championship at the
Hyatt Regency Coolum
next week is expected to
drive an $11 million eco-
nomic boost for the re-
gion.

Council’s  economic
development and entre-
preneurship  portfolio
holder councillor Lew
Brennan said more than
50,000 spectators were
expected at the tourna-
ment which starts on
Thursday.

“More than half of
those people will come
from outside the region,
which means a timely
pre-Christmas boost for
business,” Cr Brennan
said.

Sunshine Coast Desti-
nation Limited CEO Mi-
chael Denton said the
event would also mark
the first public appea-
rance of the Coast’s new
brand, Naturally Re-
freshing, which will be
viewed by spectators
here and around the
world.

“It is a ‘money can’t
buy’ opportunity, to pro-
mote our brand and des-
tination to a national
and international au-
dience,” he said.

“We couldn’t afford to
pay for such significant
exposure. We even had
John Daly last year
tweeting the Coast’s
praises.

“When you think of
the appeal such an event
has, particularly with
such a strong contin-
gent of players from all
parts of the globe, in-
cluding emerging desti-
nations such as China, it
has the ability to open
doors and expand part-

nerships.”
Mr Denton said the
high-profile event

brought a “high end, es-
tablished fan base
whose passion for golf
also extended to local
restaurants, retail the-
rapy and nearby attrac-
tions”, translating into
more Coast visitor
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FARES ARE ONE WAY JETSAVER LIGHT” FARES — CARRY-ON BAGGAGE ONLY. JETSAVER FARES WITH 20KG CHECKED BAGGAGE ALLOWANCE CAN BE BOOKED FOR $10
MORE PER PASSENGER. FARES MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE FOR TRAVEL DURING THE AVAILABILITY DATES BELOW, DURING SCHOOL AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS, OR FOR
BOOKINGS CLOSE T0 DATE OF DEPARTURE. FOR MORE DETAILS AND TO BOOK VISIT JETSTAR.COM

Jet

For all card payments an additional $350 per passenger, per domestic flight sector will apply, unless you pay with a Jetstar MasterCard or Jetstar Platinum MasterCard. Flights depart Maroochydore airport. *Best availability from 11 January 2011.
~Notavailable during Christmas and New Years Eve. Fares are web only, one-way and non-refundable. Limited changes are permitted, charges apply. Availability is limited (not available on all flights or days). ACarry-on baggage limits, including size restrictions,

will be strictly applied. Passengers with more than the applicable carry-on baggage allowance will need to check in baggage, and charges will apply. See jetstar.com for more details. Jetstar Airways Pty Ltd ABN 33 069 720 243.
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