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By SARAH CRAWFORD
sarah.crawford@scnews.com.au

WHAT happens behind closed doors
on the Sunshine Coast has been re-
vealed through the latest statistics
from the Department of Communities.

The picture is not one of domestic
bliss.

In the 2008 and 2009 financial year
there were 1041 applications to courts
for domestic violence orders against
spouses and family members.

The bulk of those cases — 642 appli-
cations - passed through Maroochy-
dore Magistrates Court.

Chris Turner, the CEO of Sunny
Kids, which assists Coast families bro-
ken by domestic violence, was not sur-
prised by the figures. “There is more
demand than ever because families
are under more pressure,” Mr Turner
said.

Community Services Minister Ka-
ren Struthers will be on the Coast to-
morrow for a community forum on
domestic violence and how laws can be
improved to address the growing so-
cial problem.

PARADISE LOST? Behind closed doors, domestic violence is rife on the Coast.

Domestic
violence
on the rise

The government is holding a series
of community forums across the state
as part of the most comprehensive re-
view of Queensland domestic violence
laws in 20 years.

“We want to hear from people about
what’s working and what’s not when it
comes to holding perpetrators respon-
sible and supporting victims,” Ms
Struthers said.

Mr Turner welcomed the forum but
he said laws alone could not prevent
domestic violence. “You can’t legislate
for morality. There are some key ques-
tions our society needs to reflect on in
regards to violence and abuse in our
community, in particular the treat-
ment of the disadvantaged and disem-
powered,” he said.

People can view the consultation
paper at www.getinvolved.qld.gov.au.
Written submissions will be accepted
until May 31.

The forum will be held at Millwell
Road Community Centre in Maroochy-
dore from 1 to 5pm. Call Vivienne
Courbet on 5420 1301 or email vi-
vienne.courbet@communi-
ties.qld.gov.au

Thugs tamper with canoes

A CALOUNDRA boat
hire operator claims he
loses $5000 in sabotaged
equipment every year

after vandals struck
again on the Anzac Day
long weekend.

Bill’s Boat Hire owner
Michael McNamara be-
lieves vandals who cast
off three canoes over-

night are responsible
for sinking several of his
boats earlier this year.
Mr McNamara said
the offenders sank sev-
eral of his leisure craft
boats after removing
the “bungs” or plugs.
He said staff disco-
vered three kayaks mis-
sing from their Espla-

nade, Golden Beach
address yesterday.

Staff has since reco-
vered two.

“We lose about $100

every week,” Mr
McNamara said.
Anyone who wit-

nessed the vandalism
should call Caloundra
police on 5439 4444.
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Earn Qantas Frequent Flyer Points
1 point per dollar over $30 spent in one transaction’
Register and link online at everydayrewards.com.au
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BWS supports the responsible service of alcohol. Advertised lines available in QLD stores only from Wednesday 28th April until Sunday 2nd May 2010 unless sold out prior.
Trade not supplied. Limit rights reserved. Savings are based on BWS standard selling prices. No further discounts apply. Not all varieties available in all stores. *Cost of
a local call. BWS reminds you not to drink and drive. TOffer excludes BWS stores in Tasmania, selected purchases including smoking/tobacco products and gift cards.
#To receive the BOTH FOR $80 offer you must purchase 24x330ml Dos Equis AND 24x330ml Corona Extra. BP260410SCD3A1

Itis illegal to
purchase alcohol for
people under 18.
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